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Elders servicing agricultural
sector for 175 years

Elders Narrandera is celebrating

the fact that Elders has been serv-

icing the agriculture sector in Aus-

tralia for 175 years.

Elders is celebrating with a Mini Field
Day at their Narrandera offices on
Tuesday August 12 from noon.

The day will kick off with a barbecue
lunch, a welcome from Regional Hub
Manager Tom De Steiger and will involve
on site demonstrations and information
sessions for everybody to take in.

Elders started 175 years ago when
Alexander Elder (1815 – 1885), aged 24,
set sail from the Port of Kirkcaldy in the
89-ton schooner ‘Minerva’ to extend the
families merchant and shipping business.

His cargo included 60 barrels of tar,
nine casks of biscuits, agricultural tools
and nails, seeds, clothing and linen, gin
powder and 6,000 roofing slates, one
hogshead of whisky, one hogshead of
brandy and a puncheon of Jamaican
rum.

On January 2 1840 he arrived at Port
Misery, South Australia and put up a sign
“A.L Elders, General and Commission
Agent” and started to sell the cargo.

The company has taken on many
slightly different forms over the years,
but one thing that has remained constant
is its ability and dedication to service
farmers and graziers Australia wide.

Nothing has been more evident of
this than Elders recent decision to
disperse its non-agricultural interests
and solely concentrate on its core
business of Elders Rural Services, which
is the branch network and Elders
employees you see around Australia
every day.

On Tuesday Elders’ suppliers and
staff will be putting on demonstrations
and information sessions for growers to
gain information from.

Demonstrations and info sessions
will include fat scoring of sheep with
Rob Inglis, OJD discussion with Jock
Munro, Allflex tags and applicator demo
with Ryan Scetrine, Ahrens Silos (newly
arrived), Waratah fencing, Speedrite
scales and auto drafter, Hutcheon A &
G tractor and sprayer, Eurells
Narrandera with motor bikes, Coprice,
Think Water with a pump display, Rural
Bank, Kline speed tiller, Zagro, Elanco,
Yara Nipro Liquid fert plus a new product
to Elders, Fire knockout demonstrations
with Elders insurance being involved
with the promotion of this exciting new
safety device.

Elders Real Estate will also have
two open houses on the day.

140 Audley Street will be open from
12.30pm to 2.30pm and 75 Twynam
Street will be open for inspection from
3pm to 5pm.

Elders Narrandera Branch Manager
David Sergeant said it will be a great
day.

“There will be plenty of things to
look at with practical demonstrations
for farmers and the general public to
gain knowledge and trial new and
exciting products,” he said.

“All farmers and interested people
are invited to attend.”

The day will run from approximately
12 noon on the Tuesday until 4.30pm–
5pm when Elders will host a barbeque
and refreshments to finish off the day.

Welcome to the first in a monthly series of articles

written by The Cad Factory that will explore

various issues relating to arts and culture.

As some of you may know, The Cad Factory is an
artist led organisation based in Birrego, near
Narrandera, which services regions between Griffith
and Wagga Wagga with innovative arts practice. We
are a  nationally recognised organisation that is  at the
forefront of working with the arts and with
communities.

As well as spending our time developing and
presenting various arts and cultural projects, we
spend a lot of time defending the arts, advocating for
our sector and talking about the benefits that are
gained by investing in arts and culture.

Each month, this column will explore a different
topic.  We might discuss the history of different art
forms, talk about upcoming projects and the artists
involved and how all of these things are part of an
international arts and cultural conversation.

Often we find ourselves having to defend
investment into the  arts and the contribution it
makes to our communities. Numerous  studies about
the impact of Creative Industries have been con-
ducted around the world to analyse the value of our
Creative Industries.

Internationally - The 2012 United Nations
Conference on Trade and Economy reported that
the Creative Industries are “among the most dynamic
emerging sectors in world trade.”

Nationally - The Office for the Arts, Department of
the Prime Minister and Cabinet has shown that more
children in Australia participate in ballet lessons than
in football.

Regionally - Regional Arts NSW research shows
that the arts in rural and remote areas can generate
jobs of between 6% of the total region employment
and up to 22% of the total non-farm employment.

Despite these facts, we are still met with the regular
chorus of questioning:

“Why should we invest in art?”
“What good does art do for anybody?”
“Isn’t it a waste of money when we need roads,

hospitals and infrastructure?”
So what contribution do the arts make?
As artists, we are major contributors in Australia,

in many various areas including:
* Economic
* Social
* Environment
* Education - across all curriculum not just arts

curriculum
* Health
The list goes on.
For now, let’s share some important and

undisputed facts from the Australian Bureau of
Statistics. The last Bureau figures from 2008-09 state
the following:

1. Cultural and creative activity is estimated to
have contributed $86 billion to Australia’s GDP.  http:/
/goo.gl/JHBdbD

2. In the same period mining contributed

approximately $118 Billion to Australia’s GDP
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/

by%20Subject/1301.0~2012~Main%20
Features~Mining%20Industry~150
Isn’t it interesting, that although it has been

confirmed by the ABS that cultural and creative
industries  activity contribute approximately two
thirds of the amount that mining does to our GDP,
that the arts are a sector continually under threat and
criticism.

Two thirds of the mining industry is a massive
contribution.  This is without even comparing the arts
and mining in terms of social cohesion, environmental
and health benefits.

These figures are statistics that prove that investing
in arts and culture does indeed pay financial dividends
in Australia.   Yet it is still a hard sell and often people’s
ideology or entrenched opinions won’t allow these
facts to initiate a new conversation about new
possibilities.

Over the next two years The Cad Factory will be
announcing some partnerships with major national
arts and cultural organisations who have all agreed to
invest into arts and culture in Narrandera.  This will
bring a national profile and opportunities for
economic and cultural development, all led through
the arts.

So, we have the official statistical data to prove the
economic value of the arts, but what about the other
benefits?

I am currently working with world leading
organisations to look at their research in how we
evaluate the impact that the arts has on health.  This
means, how do we actually end up with statistical data
to show the positive benefits that arts activity can
have on health and well being.

 This sort of research isn’t commonplace in
Australia which is why we have partnered with
international organisations to help us develop systems
to make these measurements and to gather this
evidence.

What about Education? We have a strong history
of working on arts projects with school groups, both
primary and high school.  We have recently started a
major project with Narrandera High School to work
with students to create an App that will allow tourists
and local people to explore the town via iPad
technology.  In creating this artwork, we are covering
areas of the curriculum far beyond the Arts Curricu-
lum including HIstory, Geography, Aboriginal Cul-
ture, English, Literacy and Language.

Given that the arts have no hidden agenda for the
good of an individual, it is able to cross borders, to
have huge impacts in all areas of our society, for entire
communities.

As we write these monthly columns, we won’t just
be talking about the benefits of the arts, this is merely
an introduction. Instead we will present to you, the
reader, a varying history of different arts practices
and background information about projects that are
happening, so that we can share the how’s and why’s
of what we do.

Students Abigail Pettigrew and Sarah Heald  learning  about family history and  the history of Narrandera
through a visit to the Narrandera cemetery.


